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Celebrating the season with 
The Albany Chorale 

______________________ 

Psalm 96:1 “Sing unto the Lord, bless His name, 
Show forth His salvation from day to day!” 

    GAIL DRAKE, ATTORNEY 
  Probate, adoption, mediation 

   & children’s law 
229-878-2990

    drakelawfirm1@bellsouth.net 

GEORGE HARRISON

229.446.4400

2510 ARCHWOOD DRIVE 
SUITE 10

ALBANY, GEORGIA

2401 Dawson Rd # D
Albany, GA 31707

(229) 800-4696



The mission of the Albany Chorale is to establish, conduct and 
maintain a choral music society to entertain and to educate the 
public. Its further mission is to offer new or less familiar works, 
as well as old favorites, and to make this music available and 
affordable to all members of the community.

The Albany Chorale is a community chorus with singers of 
different ages and backgrounds, as well as a mixture of trained 
and amateur voices. The Chorale welcomes anyone, high school 
age and older, who loves to sing choral music. It has become a 
versatile ensemble with the ability to perform all types of music. 
Our season runs from August through May.
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ALBANY CHORALE’S RICH HERITAGE

On October 27, 1929, Albany’s first community choral organization gave its first 
concert at the Albany Theater. Founded and conducted by J.B. Edings, choir 
director for St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, the 50-voice Albany Choral Club 
performed for an audience of 2,000, concluding with the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
from Handel’s Messiah.

Those who have seen choral music prosper in Albany for almost 40years may be 
surprised by its precarious beginnings, as described by Patricia Yost in “The 
History and Development of the Albany Community Chorus.” The Depression, 
along with the relocation of Mr. Edings from Albany to Macon, put an end to the 
first community chorus after only two years.

It took another fifteen years for another chorus to emerge, this time in the form of 
the Albany Men’s Chorus. Though this group was popular throughout Southwest 
Georgia, it too disbanded after seven years. In the meantime, however, the Albany 
Women’s Chorus had appeared on the scene and continued for almost a decade. 

In 1961, the Men’s Chorus was revived and later that year joined the Women’s 
Chorus to form the Albany Community Chorus. The union was not an altogether 
happy one, however, and the two groups soon went separate ways.

Albany’s community chorus as we know it today began in 1966, when Albany 
Junior College opened its doors. Dr. Ed Tarratus and Mr. Larry Dorminey, two 
faculty members, reassembled the Albany Community Chorus, and the group 
has continued without interruption since then.

In 1991, the group hired Jill Usry-Boyd as its first full-time director with an 
annual contract and changed its name to The Albany Chorale. In succeeding 
years, the Chorale performed extensively in Southwest Georgia and in 1994, 
toured Central Europe, arriving home just in time for the Flood of ’94. The group 
also began seeking grants and holding an annual fundraiser to help cover 
expenses. For many years, the Chorale has sponsored vocal music scholarships 
for college students and high school seniors to promote the continuance of fine 
music in the Albany area.

Today’s Chorale is proud of its heritage and takes pleasure in presenting familiar 
favorites to its audience, as well as enhancing their musical experience with less 
familiar choral works.

By Jocie Gorecki
Albany Chorale Member



THE IMPORTANCE OF CHORAL MUSIC

“Choral music is not one of life’s frills. It’s something that goes to the very
heart of our humanity, our sense of community, and our souls. You
express when you sing your soul in song. And, when you get together with
a group of other singers, it becomes more than the sum of the parts. All of
those people are pouring out their hearts and souls in perfect harmony,
which is kind of an emblem for what we need in this world when so much
of the world is at odds with itself - that just to express, in symbolic terms,
what it is like when human beings are in harmony – that’s a lesson for our
times and for all time. I profoundly believe that. And, musical excellence
is, of course, at the heart of it. But, even if a choir is not the greatest in the
world, the fact that they are meeting together has a social value, it has a
communal value, and I always say that a church or a school without a
choir is like a body without a soul. We have to have a soul in our lives.
And, everybody tells me who has sung in a choir that they feel better for
doing it. That whatever the cares of the day, they may meet after long days
at school or work – that somehow you leave your troubles at the door, and
when you’re sitting there making music for a couple of hours at the end of
the day, that’s the only thing that matters at that moment and you walk
away refreshed, you walk away renewed. And that’s a value that goes just
beyond the music itself. Of course, as a musician, I put the music at the
heart of it, but all of these other values just stand out as a beacon. I think
our politicians need to take note (my gosh, do they ever?) and our
educators, those who decide education budgets, church budgets, just need
to remember it’s not a frill, it’s like a great oak that rises up from the
center of the human race and spreads its branches everywhere. That’s
what music does for us, and choral music must stand as one of the
supreme examples.”

John Rutter(1945 - )

British composer, conductor, editor, arranger
and record producer, mainly of choral music.



A Glorious Season
2022-2023

October 20, 2022
An evening with John Rutter

Gloria
and Anthems by John Rutter

7 PM
Nelson Tift Building

226 W. Broad Avenue
Downtown Albany

December 15, 2022
A Glorious Christmas

Vivaldi’s Gloria
Accompanied by Members of

The Albany Symphony Orchestra
along with your favorite holiday songs

7 PM
Nelson Tift Building

226 W. Broad Avenue
Downtown Albany

March 25, 2023
Brahms Requiem

with the Valdosta State Orchestra
7 PM

Valdosta State University

May 4, 2023
A Glorious Gospel

Robert Ray’s Gospel Mass
And selected Spirituals

7 PM
Nelson Tift Building

226 W. Broad Avenue
Downtown Albany



Thank you 
Bob and 

Lavern Brooks for 
supporting 

Choral Music in 
Southwest Georgia

2700 DAWSON ROAD, SUITE 5, ALBANY, GEORGIA 31707 
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]2e_LJ'S 
OUTDOOR 0' FARM SUPPLY 

Larry Glow 

108 N. We lover Blvd.• Albany. GA 31707-001 I Toll Free: (800) 868-7107 • Office: (229) 432-0622 Cell: (229) 349-1192 • Larry.glow J08@gmail.com



Mark's Melon PatchMark's Melon Patch
OCTOBER 2022OCTOBER 2022

Activities open Saturdays 11am - 6pm & Sundays 1pm - 6pmActivities open Saturdays 11am - 6pm & Sundays 1pm - 6pm
RETAIL FARM STAND OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8AM - 7PM!RETAIL FARM STAND OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8AM - 7PM!

FALL FUN ACTIVITIES:
NEW TRIKE TRACK

NEW MARK'S FARM HOOPS
CORN MAZE (Open everyday until the end of November)

HAYRIDE THROUGH THE PUMPKIN PATCH
PUMPKIN PAINTING

FACE PAINTING
DUNKING BOOTH

CORN CANNON
JUMP PAD & INFLATABLES
FARM ANIMALS & FEEDING

DUCK RACES
PUMPKIN BOWLING

PLAYGROUND
LIVE MUSIC

NIGHTTIME ACTIVITIES:
FLASHLIGHT NIGHT THOUGH 

THE CORN MAZE, S'MORES 
ROASTING & FAMILY MOVIES ON 
OUR 100 YR OLD BARN! BEGINS 
AT SUNSET ONLY ON OCT. 8TH,  
15TH, 20TH, 21ST, 22ND, 28TH & 

29TH!
 

NIGHT HAYRIDE THROUGH THE 
PUMPKIN PATCH!! OVER 100 LIT 
JACK-O-LANTERNS! A BEAUTIFUL 
HAYRIDE EXPERIENCE!! BEGINS 

AT SUNSET & ONLY ON OCT. 
20TH, 21ST & 22ND!!

AVOID THE LINES & BUY YOUR GOLD PASS ONLINE!!
www.marksmelonpatch.com

or scan QR code!

 8580 Albany HWY
Dawson, Ga. 39842  (229) 698-4750

SWGHA Homeschool 
Vocal Ensemble 
Paula Carter, Director 

"Let the word of God dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts." 

♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 

Colossians 3:16 

Fire & Water - Cleanup & Restoration"' 
SERVPRO® of Albany 

SERVPRO® of Americus 

Fire, Smoke & Soot Clean-Up ♦ Contents Claim Inventory Se1.vice 
\Vater Exuaction ♦ Ceilings, Walls, Hard Floors
\Xi'ater Dehumidification ♦ Ca1.pet, Upholstery, & Draperies
i\fold Mitigation & Remediation ♦ Air Duct & HVAC
Catastrophic Storm Response ♦ Biohazard & Crime Scene 
:Move Outs/Contents Restoration ♦ Vandalism
Electronics & Equipment ♦ Reconstruction Services
Document Drying ♦ Elecuostatic Sanitation

Like it never even happened.® 

229-439-2048 I www.servproalbany.com





Coastal Groove, Inc. 
live Performance duo, & DJ services 

Weddings 
Corporate Events 

Private Parties 
www. coasta lgrooveinc. com 
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Lisa LeW,s 
Owner/Operator 

2825 Nottingham Way 
Albany. GA 31707

Store: (229) 888-4646 
Cell: (229) 886-6392 
Fax: (229) 888-8208 

LisaMellowMushroom@gmailcom 
albany@mellowmushroominfo.cQ 

2817 Old Dawson Rd
Albany, GA 31707

(229) 883-4482

World Camp CrossFit 

2401 Dawson Road 
Unit 5B Albany GA 
31707
(229) 886-5824

World Camp CrossFit 

2401 Dawson Road 
Unit 5B Albany GA 
31707
(229) 886-5824

World Camp CrossFit 

2401 Dawson Road 
Unit 5B Albany GA 
31707
(229) 886-5824



or Let Us Cater to You.

Serving daily
� eakfast & Lunch

2818 Old Dawson Rd ‘Next to Brusters Ice Cream’ 
6AM - 2PM Daily | 229-496-1507 | EggsUpGrill.com X
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CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  tthhee  sseeaassoonn  wwiitthh  
TThhee  AAllbbaannyy  CChhoorraallee  

____________________________________________  

Psalm 96:1 “Sing unto the Lord, bless His name, 
Show forth His salvation from day to day!” 

                              
    GAIL DRAKE, ATTORNEY  
    Probate, adoption, mediation 
               & children’s law 
       229-878-2990 
       drakelawfirm1@bellsouth.net 
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Lime Light
Nail Designs

A n i t a  L i m e  S i m s

M a s t e r  N a i l  A r t i s t

2516 Dawson Road Suite J 
Albany, Georgia 31707

(229) 573-7358 • (229) 291-7554
fiberqueen007@cs.com

\Located inside Med Spa & Salon of Albany

____________

J. DENTON HARDIE
We'll give you something to SMILE about! 

General Denistry 
705 N. Westover Blvd., Albany, GA 31707 

229-432-6641



Travis Kern – Artistic Director 

Travis is the husband of Robin Kern and 
father of two young men, Kellen and Aidan.  A 
retired educator with 28 years of experience, 
he spent the last 25 years at Colquitt County, 
where he was director of Choral activities at 
CCHS for the last 10 years. Under his 
direction, the Colquitt County High School A 

Cappella choir was invited to perform at the St. Louis Cathedral in New 
Orleans, The National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., the Kawaiaha’o 
church in Honolulu, St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, and the St. Mark’s in 
Venice.  Travis has conducted the A Cappella choir in Italy, France, 
Scotland, Austria, England and the Czech Republic.  He is the Artistic 
Director for the Albany Chorale and the Director of Music at First United 
Methodist Church in Moultrie, Ga. He has also spent the past 30 years as a 
director of musical theater and an accomplished thespian.  Seeking a 
different challenge, he has accepted a position as a Graduate Assistant in 
pursuit of his M.M. in Choral Conducting at VSU. 

Meri Beth Hillard – Accompanist

Meri Beth was born in Spokane, Washington, and 
raised in Albuquerque, New Mexico. She began her 
piano studies at an early age and studied music at 
both The University of New Mexico and Calvin 
College. Currently, she is active as a teacher, 
performer, and church musician.  As music/youth 
assistant at First United Methodist Church in 
Albany, she directs the youth choirs, plays for the 
sanctuary choir, and assists in the worship services. 

She accompanied music majors as well as the college choir at Darton State 
College for twenty years and has operated a private piano studio as well. 
She has accompanied The Albany Chorale for the past thirteen years. Meri 
Beth lives in Albany with her husband, Dr. Claire Fox Hillard, they have 
three children:  Jessica (and husband, Tim Morris), Kelsey (and husband, 
Blake Davis) and C.J. (and wife, Ann Marie); and six grandchildren, Sadie, 
Sally, Hudson, Jack, Milo and Riggs. 
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Antonio Vivaldi - Gloria

The Gloria in D is probably one of his best-known sacred works, but it also 
reflects Vivaldi’s other skill as an opera composer, which he regarded as a 
distraction from his day job at the Pieta. Venice in the early 18th century 
was the pleasure center of Europe, and a visit to the opera was part of the 
court and social life of the city. 
Despite a licentious reputation, the opera houses were required to close 
for all important religious festivals and Saint’s Days. But Venetians and 
their visitors still wanted to be entertained. Vivaldi’s all-women orchestras 
and choirs were legendary sensations, but the girls needed to be protected 
from noblemen and travelers to the city. To keep them sheltered from the 
corruption and decadence of the visiting public, the girls sang from the 
upper galleries of the church, hidden behind the patterned grills, which 
only added to the theatrical sense of drama matched by Vivaldi’s music. 
Those young men in Venice for a stop on the Grand Tour flocked to 
Vivaldi’s church to hear these mysterious women seen only in silhouette, 
but sounding like angels.

  Robert Ray – Gospel Mass
  Years ago when Robert Ray sat down to write   
  Gospel Mass, he planned it to be an experimental 
  work.  Expecting it to be a one-time performance.
  
   To his surprise the hip, gospel style piece caught   
   on and became a seminal work of African-
   American music, performed by choirs and   
   churches all over the world.

   There’s no doubt in Ray’s mind that God played 
a role in the writing of his now famous Mass, which sets the words from 
the Catholic Mass to the rhythm and harmony of African-American music.
“God controls everything I do,” said Ray, “It was written in about a 
two-week period. The hard part for me was not being a formally trained 
composer. The creativity was a result of divine inspiration. He was working 
with me.”



 John Rutter – Gloria

 The vibrant and energetic Gloria is a cornerstone  
 of the modern choral repertory.  Drawn from the 
 Ordinary of the Mass, the Latin text is exalted, 
 devotional, and jubilant by turns, and the musical 

setting is based on one of the Gregorian chants associated with the text.

John Rutter’s compositions embrace choral, orchestral and instrumental 
music, and he has edited or co-edited various choral anthologies.  Rutter’s 
music is eclectic, showing the influences of the French and English choral 
traditions of the early 20th century as well as of light music and American 
classic songwriting. 



MEMBERSHIP

The Chorale welcomes anyone, high school age and 
older, who loves to sing choral music. New singers are 
welcome to join at any time. Our season runs from 
August through May.

Rehearsal Time:  Monday, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Rehearsal Location:  Covenant Presbyterian Church -
    Sanctuary
    2126 E. Edgewater, Albany

Dues:    $50 per year
    (Students – $20 music rental fee

OUR OFFICERS

President - Angela Warren 

President Elect - Seth Bigelow 

Past President - Paula Carter

Treasurer - Marilyn Delong 

Secretary - Rose Palazzolo 



In fond memory of
Kea Tyus, solid, 

dependable bass 
who kept us 

laughing.

From: Jocie Gorecki

The birds of the sky nest 
by the waters; they sing 

among the branches. 

Psalm 104:12 

Eddie & Marcy McCarty 

Remembering
Paul and Dayle Craft

and
Richard and Joyce 

Gilbert
with love and music.

Len and Diana 
Craft

To sing is God’s 
greatest gift - it 
gives the heart 
wings and the 

soul lips. 

Carlos & Sheila Phillips
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• Indoor units with ground floor indoor access. 

• Climate controlled.  Pest controlled. 

• 24 hr. video surveillance, inside and out. 

• Automatic gate access.  

• Rent online, by phone, or in person! 

• Lease month to month.  Move-in rates prorated.   

• Auto pay on 1st day of month; all credit cards accepted. 

• Packing supplies, boxes, and locks available for purchase!   



THANK YOU 

METROPOWER 

FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED 

SUPPORT

I N S U R A N C E
E S T A B L I S H E D  1 8 9 8

229-436-2408



SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

The Albany Chorale will award up to two (2) scholarships in the
amount of no less than $400 each, in May 2022 for graduating high
school seniors.

The scholarship is limited to a senior currently enrolled in a high
school (public, private, or home school), in the surrounding
counties who will be graduating in May 2023. The student must be
planning to attend college during the 2023-2024 school year and
considering a major in music.

Minimum scholarship awarded $400.00.

Applications are available on our website, www.albanychorale.org, 
or by sending a request to the address below:

   The Albany Chorale
   Attn: Scholarship Committee
   P.O. Box 70942
   Albany, GA 31708-0942

Complete the application and mail it with an official school transcript 
or most recent report card, and letters of recommendation from your 
two references and mail to the address above. Grammar, spelling 
and presentation will all be considered in addition to the answers to 
the questions. All applicable materials must be post marked, no later 
than April 25, 2023.



SUPPORT THE ALBANY CHORALE

The Albany Chorale is a 501(c) (3) non-profit corporation, and 
all contributions, grants and ticket revenues received enable the
Chorale to continue its stated mission.

Contributions help the Albany Chorale continue to provide 
quality choral performances in this area, as well as help us 
upport local high school seniors with vocal music scholarships.

The Albany Chorale
P.O. Box 70942

Albany, GA 31708-0942

www.albanychorale.org
and

www.facebook.com/albanychorale

Thank you for your support!



Thank You
J. Denton Hardie 

D.M.D., P.C., M.A.G.D
General Dentistry

705 N. Westover Blvd                                           (229) 432-6641
Albany, GA  31707                                                 (800) 510-8801

S  M  I  L  E

For sponsoring our musicians




